
FRIENDS OF THE BLACK WALNUT 
 

Frank Robinson, executive director of the American Horticultural Society, has suggested the following list of plants that 
will survive in the shade of the Black Walnut tree. 

  
 
 

HERBACEOUS 
PERRENIALS 

 
Ajuga repatans, bugle weed 
Alcea  rosea, hollyhock 
Axarum europaeum, European wild ginger 
Astilbe 
Campanula latifolia, bellflower 
Chrysanthemum, hardy chrysanthemum 
Doronicum, leopard’s bane 
Dryopteris cristata, crested wood fern 
Galium odoratum, sweet woodruff 
Geranium sanguineum, hardy geranium or 
cranesbill 
Helianthus tuberosus, Jerusalem artichoke 
Hemerocallis fulva, common daylily 
Heuchera, coral bells 
Hieracium aurantiucum, orange hawkweed 
Hosta species 
Hydrophyllum virginianum, Virginia waterleaf 
Iris sibirica, Siberian Iris 
Monarda species, bee balm 
Oenothera fruticosa, sundrops or evening 
primrose 
Onoclea sensibilis, sensitive fern 
Osmunda cinnamon, cinnamon fern 
Phlox paniculata,  
Polemonium reptans, Jacob’s ladder 
Polyonatum commutatum, Solomon’s seal 
Primula x polyantha 
Pulmonaria, lungwort 
Sanguinaria Canadensis, bloodroot 
Sedum acre, gold moss 
Sedum spectabile 
Stachys byzantina, lamb’s ear 
Tradescantia virginiana, spiderwort 
Trillium 
Uvularia grandiflora,  
Viola  
 
 

 
 

BULBS 
 
Chionodoxa luciliae, glory of the snow 
Crocus 
Endymion hispanicus, Spanish bluebell 
Eranthis hyemalis, winter aconite 
Galanthus nivalis, snowdrop 
Hyacinth 
Muscari botryoides, grape hyacinth 
Narcissus, daffodil 
Scilla siberica, blue squill 
Tulip 
 

TREES 
 
Acer palmatum, Japanese maple 
Catalpa 
Tsuga Canadensis, Canadian Hemlock 
 

VINES AND SHRUBS 
 
Clematis  
Daphne mezereum,  
Forsythia 
Hibiscus syriacus, Rose of Sharon 
Lonicera tararica, tartarian honeysuckle 
Parthenocissus quinquefolia, Virginia creeper 
Rhododendron  periclymenoides, pinxterbloom 
Rhododendron Exbury Hybrids, Gibralter, 
Balzac 
 

ANNUALS 
 
Begonia, fibrous and tuberous 
Calendula officinalis, pot marigold 
Ipomea, morning glory 
Viola and pansy 
 
 


